
Speech by Dr. Rami Ranger delivered on the 27th March at the Carlton Club.
Dinner hosted to support the centre for Social Justice headed by the Rt.
Hon. Iain Duncan Smith MP. Guests also include Mr. Dominic Grieve MP,
Shadow Attorney General and the Assistant Commission of Police Mr. Tariq
Ghaffur.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. Many of you might be wondering what is
this BACL? Quite frankly, the BACL is our answer to the British East India Trading
Company, which came to India for trade but systematically became the ruler of
India. However, there is a slight difference.  Where the British East India Company
used gun powder to conquer India there we intend using curry powder to accomplish
our mission. Tastier but less gruesome!

Seriously though, The BACL is a vision our Chairman Mr. Ranbir Suri JP who is
probably the most loyal and longest Asian member of the Party. He realised that
there were no Asian Role Models in the Tory Party with standing in their community
to attract Asians to the Party of our shared values.

We always forget Tory conferences and even the speeches of our Party Leader. You
never forget Mr Suri’s face beamed across the word on TV and Satellite networks
projecting the modern and compassionate face of our Party.

The first time we met Mr Iain Duncan-Smith was when he was contesting the
leadership election with Ken Clarke. I recall Mr Suri and I complained vigorously that
the Party was not treating us equal and as a result this was not encouraging Asians
to join the Party of their natural values. We warned then that when an uncaring
employer does not care for his staff, the staff either joins the competition or sets up
a rival company. Either way the uncaring employer suffers. We also pointed out that
in a democracy we all have one vote regardless of our colour, education, wealth or
social status. A vote to the other party is a loss of two to us. This was partly the
reason as to why we have an inadequate presence in the inner cities.

When Iain became the leader, he coined a new phrase and said that the Tory Party
would be an “all inclusive” Party. Today, we are all here celebrating Iain’s success in
building bridges with various communities across Britain. I recall vividly that the
BACL organised the biggest reception ever given to a Tory Leader by the British
Asian Community at Brent Town Hall to honour Iain. The Hall was packed to its full
capacity. There were over 1000 people and some were even standing in the corridors
to hear Iain’s speech. Iain struck a cord with his electrifying speech of unity and
everyone present became his fan and he their hero.

Charles Darwin once said that the species which would survive in the future would
not be the most intelligent nor the strongest but the ones who could adapt to
change. I am pleased to say that the Party has adapted and has changed and is now
going from strength to strength. We have seen this at the last election under Michael
Howard’s leadership and can now begin to sense victory under the leadership of
David Cameron. The rats are beginning to abandon Labour’s sinking ship with recent
defections.

We are grateful to Iain for changing the Party and with it, our fortunes. It would not
be an exaggeration to say that Iain’s name will go down in history as someone who
brought the Party into the 21st century. Quite frankly our task at the BACL has



become quite pleasant as we do not have to complain anymore. This must be good
news for many in Central Office especially our own Dominic Grieve. He does not need
to fight our battles as often as he used to.

Ladies & Gentlemen, we have gathered tonight to enjoy this BACL dinner in support
of Iain’s initiative to help not only the under privileged people in our society but also
the victims of drugs and crime. John F. Kennedy once said- “each time someone
stands up for an idea or acts to improve the lot of others or strikes out against
injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope”. Mr Iain Duncan-Smith is sending
waves of hope to so many with his actions.

We are also grateful to Dominic, our Shadow Attorney General, who is also in charge
to Community Cohesion, for two things. Firstly, for keeping an eye on Labour who
have an obsession to tinker with our Institutions and constitution. Secondly, to
ensure that we in Britain can enjoy a cohesive society where people of all colours
and cultures can lead a productive and peaceful life. Dominic’s message is quite
simple - that we must always put Britain first and every time. To echo his views, you
have the Assistant Commissioner of Police, Mr Tariq Ghaffur with us tonight. Like
Dominic he too is a crusader working for a civil society.

Ladies & gentlemen, it is so good to see white, black, and not so black Tories across
the country on a common platform, united in their shared philosophy and beliefs. We
are proud to be British and to belong to the greatest country in the world and
amongst those who from these tiny islands people have touched the lives of almost
every one in the world. We therefore, deserve a better Government than the one we
have had for the last 9 years. Low growth, inadequate provisions for pensioners,
unacceptable public services, high bureaucracy and waste and this is creating one
black hole in the economy after another. To top it all, high taxes going higher with
every budget which adds insult to injury? We must unite and vote to see the back of
this rotten lot.

Finally, there is a widely held belief amongst us Indians that we are smarter than the
English. Once, a visiting Indian Leader was invited to dinner with Churchill whom we
all know was fond of gin. When Churchill came back after his speech, the Indian
Leader plucked up courage and said to the British Prime Minister of the time –
thousand apologies sir, I am afraid you speak grammatically incorrect English.
Churchill to say the least was flabbergasted at this remark and his cigar fell on the
floor. Churchill looked at this small man in disbelief but smiled. His reply was – my
dear sir, when an Englishman speaks the grammar just follows him. Thank you.


